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Usi ng th is book 

What is a collocation? 

Col location means a natura l  comb in ation of words; it refers to the way Engl ish words a re c losely 
associated with each other. For exam p le, pay and  attention go together, as do commit and crime; 
blond goes with hair and heavy with rain . 

Why learn collocations? 

You need to lea rn col locations beca use they wi l l  he lp  you to speak and write English i n  a more 
natu ra l  and accu rate way. People w i l l  probably u n derstand what you mea n if you ta l k  a bout making 
a crime or say there was very hard rain this morning, but your language wi l l  sound u nnatura l  and 
might perhaps confuse. Did you mea n that there was a lot of ra i n  or  perhaps that there was a 
h a i lstorm? 

Lea rn ing  collocat ions will a lso he lp  you to increase your  range of Engl ish voca bulary. For example, 
you ' l l  fi nd it easier to avoid words  l i ke very or nice or beautiful or get by choosing a word that fits the 
context better and has a more precise meaning. This is particularly usefu l if you are tak ing a written 
exa m in English and  wa nt to make a good impression on the exa mi ners. I n  advanced level exams, 
ma rks are often specifica l ly awarded for the appro p riate handl ing of collocations. 

At an advanced level an  appreciat ion of collocat ion can a lso be helpfu l i n  terms of appreciating 
other  writers' use of language. Sk i l led users of the l anguage may choose to create effects by varying 
the normal patterns of  collocat ion,  w ith  the a im of either start l ing or  amus ing thei r aud ience. This 
tec h nique is pa rticu larly popu lar  with poets, journa l ists and advertisers. From an  appreciation of 
the way in which creative writers p lay with langua ge,  you may then even want to move on to use 
words in more origina l  ways you rse lf. You are more l i kely to be a ble to do this effectively if you have 
ass im i lated the sta ndard patterns of la nguage use p resented in th is  book. 

How were the collocations in this book selected? 

The col locations p resented in this book were m a i n ly selected from those identified as s ign ificant by 
the CANCODE corpus of spoken Engl ish ,  developed at the Un iversity of Nottingham i n  association 
with Cam bridge U n iversity Press, a n d  the Cambridge International Corpus of written and  spoken 
Engl ish (now known as the Cambridge English Corpus) .  We a lso made extensive use of the 
Cambridge Learner Corpus, a corpus  of student l a n guage which showed us  what kind of collocation 
erro rs learners tend to make. 

These corpora show that there a re m a ny thousa n d s  of collocations in Engl ish.  So how could we 
select which ones would be most u sefu l for you to work on in this book? 

F i rstly, of course, we wanted to choose ones that you might want to use in you r  own written and 
spoken English .  So, i n  the unit Health and medicine we inc lude,  for exam p le, shake off a cold and 
respond well to treatment but not grumbling appendix, which is a stron g  col location ,  but one 
wh ich  - we hope - most of you wi l l  not feel the n eed for. 

Second ly, we decided it would be most usefu l for you if we focused on  those col locations which a re 
not im mediately obvious. A pretty girl, a modern car or to buy a ticket a re a l l  collocations, but 
they a re combinations which you ca n easily understand and produce you rself without a ny problems. 
So we deal here with less obvious word combinations, for insta nce, flatly contradict ( not strongly 
contradict) and bitter enemies ( not 5ffiBtts enemies) . 

Some of you may have a l ready used our  English Co/locations in Use targeted at intermediate learners. 
In genera l, we have tried to avoid focusing on co l locations that we dealt with in  that book. An 
exception is with col locations that the Cambridge Learner Corpus highl ighted as ca usi ng frequent 
pro blems for students, even in advanced level exa ms. We felt that it would be usefu l to d raw 
attention to such col locations aga i n ,  even if we h a d  dealt with them previously. 

I d ioms ca n be seen as one type of col location. We deal  with them sepa rately in English idioms in Use, 
and  so do not focus  on them here. 
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H ow is the book organised? 

The book has 60 two-page u n its. The left-hand page presents the collocations that a re focused on in  
the u n it. You wi l l  usua lly find exa m p les of  col locations i n  typica l  contexts with, where a ppropriate, 
a n y  special  notes a bout their mean ing  and thei r usage. The right-hand  page checks that you have 
u nderstood the i nformation on the left-hand page by giving you a series of exercises that practise the 
m ateria l  just presented. 

The un its are orga n ised into d i fferent sections. Fi rst we start with important information  relating  
to  learning a bout col locations i n  general. Then there is  a section focus ing on  different types of 
co l location. The rest of the book deals with col locations that relate to part icu lar  topics such as 
Student life or Film and book reviews, concepts such as Sound or Difficulty and  functions such as 
Cause and effect or  Comparing and contrasting. 

The book has a key to all the exercises and an index which l ists all the collocations we deal with, and 
i n d i cates the u n its where they can be found. 

H ow shou ld I use this book? 

I t  is  strongly recom mended that you work through the six introductory u n its first, so that you 
become fami l iar  with the nature of col locations and  with how best to study them. After that, you 
may  work on the un its in  any order that su its you .  

What else do I need in order to work with this book? 

You need a notebook or fi le in which you can write down the col locat ions that you study in this book, 
as well as any others that you come across elsewhere. 

You a lso need to have access to a good d ictionary. At this level we strongly recommend the 
Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary as this gives exactly the k ind of information that you need 
to have about co llocations. It does th is  both through the examples provided for each word entry 
a n d  through specia l  col locations boxes or min i-pane ls. You r  teacher, however, may a lso be able to 
recommend other d ict ionaries that you wil l  fi nd usefu l .  

Good modern learners' dictiona ries i nclude example sentences which m a ke a point of i l l ustrating 
each word's most frequent collocations. Enormous data bases of language, known as corpora,  a re 
u sed to ana lyse speech and text to identify which words col locate most frequently. Look up  the word 
abject in the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary and you wi l l  fi nd  the entry below. Notice how 
freq uent co l locations are used in the exam ple sentences. 

abject /'reb.d3ekt/ adjective FORMAL EXTREMEe 1 abject 
misery/poverty/terror, etc. when someone is extremely 
unhappy, poor, frightened, etc: They live in abject pov
erty. o This policy has turned out to be an abject failure. 
NOT PROuoe 2 showing no PRIDE or respect for your
self: an abject apology o He is almost abject in his 
respect for his boss. • abjectly /'reb.d3ekt.li/ adverb 

For more information about Cambridge d ictionaries and to do on l ine searches you cou ld go to: 
http ://dictiona ry.cam bridge.org 

So, a study of co l location is highly recommended (Unit 7} if you want to i m press people with your  
natura l  and accurate use of  language and to gain more marks (Unit 1 )  i n  English exa ms. Above all ,  
we hope both that this book gives you a thirst for knowledge (Unit 17) a bout English collocations 
a n d  a lso that you wi l l  thoroughly enjoy (Unit 7} working through the u n its in  English Co/locations in 
Use Advanced. 
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1 What is  a collocation? 

What are collocations? 
A collocation is a combination of two or more words which frequently occur together. I f  
someone says, 'She's got yellow hair', they wou ld probably be  understood, but  it i s  not 
what would o rd inari ly be said in English. We'd say, 'She's got blond hair'. I n  other words, 
yellow doesn't col locate with hair in everyday E n gl ish.  Yellow co l locates with, say, flowers 
or paint. 

Collocations a re not just a matter of how adjectives combine with nou ns. They can refer 
to any k ind of typical word combination, for exa m ple verb+ noun (e.g. arouse someone's 
interest, lead a seminar), adverb+ adjective (e.g. fundamentally different), adverb+ 
verb (e.g. flatly contradict), nou n+ noun (e.g. a lick of paint, a team of experts, words of 
wisdom). There is much more a bout different gra m matical types of collocation i n  Un it 3. 

Phrasal verbs (e.g. come up with, run up, adhere to) and com pound nouns (e.g. economy 
drive, stock market) are sometimes described as types of col locations. I n  this book 
we consider them as i ndivid ua l  lexical  items a n d  so usua lly inc lude them here o n ly in 
combination with something else, e .g .  come up with a suggestion, run up a bill, adhere 
to your principles, go on an economy drive, play the stock market. However, it is 
not a lways easy to separate col locations and com pounds and ,  where they a re usefu l for 
learners as an im portant part of the vocabulary of a topic, we i nclude some com pou nds in  
th is  book too. 

It can be d ifficu lt for learners of Engl ish to know w hich words collocate, as natura l  
col locations  a re not a lways logica l  or guessab le. There is, for exa mple, n o  obvious reason 
why we say making friends rather than� friends or heavy rain,  not 5fFeRfj rain .  

Learners a l so  need to  know when specific col locations are appropriate. Th i s  is  usua lly 
referred to by l inguists as knowing which register to use. Alight from a bus i s  a forma l  
col location used i n  notices and other offic ial  contexts. I n  everyday situations we would, of 
cou rse, a lways talk about getting off a bus. There is more a bout register and col location 
in Un it 6. 

Why is it i m portant to learn collocations? 
An appreciat ion of col location w i l l  help you to: 

• use the words you know more accurately 
In other words, you' l l  make (NOT oo) fewer mistakes. 

• sound more natura l  when you speak and w rite 
By sayin g, for example, of great importance, rather tha n of big or high importance, you 
won't just be understood, you wi l l  - qu ite r ightly - sou nd l i ke a fluent user of Engl ish. 

• va ry your  speech and,  probably more importantly, your writing 
Instead of  repeating everyday words l ike very, good or nice, you wi l l  be ab le to exploit 
a wider range of language. You would gai n  m o re marks in an exa m, for i nsta nce, for 
writing  We had a blissfully happy holiday in a picturesque little village surrounded by 
spectacular mountains than for We had a very happy holiday in a nice little village 
surrounded by beautiful mountains, even though both sentences a re perfectly correct. 

• understand when a skilfu l  writer departs from normal patterns of collocation 
A journa l ist, poet, advertiser o r  other inventive user of language often creates an  effect 
by not choosing the expected col location.  For example, a travel a rticle about the Ita l ian 
capita l m ight be entitled No place like Rome, a reference to the popular  expression 
There's no place like home. 
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Exercises 

1.1 Match the two parts of these collocations. 

1 ad here to ra i n  
2 arouse d i fferent 
3 blond of wisdom 
4 come up with you r  pr inciples 
5 flatly an economy drive 
6 fundamenta l ly a seminar  
7 go on someone's i nterest 
8 heavy contrad ict 
9 lead ha i r  

10  a l ick the stock market 
1 1  play of pa int 
12 words a suggestion 

1.2 Correct the underlined collocation errors with words from the advice in B. Be careful, 
you might find the words in the text, as well as in the examples. 

1 Exam ca nd idates often make fau lts in  their use of verbs l ike do, make,  go and get. 
2 Try to use a longer range of language when you write. 
3 Exam ca nd idates who use co llocations well gather better ma rks. 
4 You have to know what norm a l  col location patterns are before you can lose them. 
5 The writer used colloqu ia l  language to form an  effect. 

1.3 Look at these sentences from a hotel brochure. Improve the style by replacing the 
words in italics with the word in  brackets that forms the best collocation. (Use each 
word only once.) 

1 Our new fa mi ly hotel is set i n  a nice location and a l l  the rooms have nice fu rnishi ngs and nice 
views over the surrounding cou ntryside. (styl ish I secluded I breathtaking) 

2 Visitors wi l l  enjoy the good atmosphere in either of our good d i n i n g  rooms, both serving good 
food to both residents and non-residents. (del ic ious / relaxi ng / spacious) 

3 We organ i se tou rs to beautiful su rround ing vi l lages where you ' l l  h ave the opportun ity to 
take some beautiful photographs  and sample the beautiful loca l cu isi ne. (mouth-watering I 
picturesq u e  I stu nn ing) 

1.4 Write F (formal), I (informal) or N (neutral) in the brackets at the end of each 
sentence. In each pair of sentences, there is one neutral sentence and one formal or 
informal sentence. Underline the collocations that are noticeably formal or informal. 

1 a Passengers must not a l ight from the bus wh i le it is in motion .  ( ) 
b Passengers must not get off the bus wh i le it is movi ng. ( ) 

2 a Let's grab a bite before we get down to work. ( ) 
b Let's have someth ing to eat before we start work. ( ) 

3 a SFTS has the right to bring the agreement to a n  end with three months' notice. ( ) 
b SFTS reserves the right to term inate the agreement with three months' notice. ( ) 

4 a She th in ks her boyfriend is p lann ing  to pop the question ton ight.  ( ) 
b She th in ks her boyfriend is p lann ing  to ask her to marry h im  ton ight. ( ) 

1.5 Correct the four collocation errors in this paragraph. 

The yellow-ha ired boy said he had joined the Engl ish class to get some new friends. 
He  a lso sa id that he wanted to learn a bout collocations because it wou ld be of big 
i mportance in helping him to d o  fewer mistakes when writi ng i n  E ngl ish .  
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2 Strong, fixed and weak collocations 

Strong collocations 
A strong collocation is one in which the words are very closely associated with each other. 
For exam p le, the adjective mitigating a lmost a lways collocates with circumstances or 
factors; it rarely collocates with any other word. Although she was found guilty, the jury felt 
there were mitigating circumstances. [factors or  circumstances that lessen the blame] 
Here a re some other examples of strong col locations. 

collocation I comment 

Inclement weather was (very formal) = u npleasant weather 
expected. Inclement collocates almost exc lusively with weather. 

She has auburn hair. Auburn collocates only with words connected with ha i r  (e.g. curls, 
tresses, locks). 

I felt deliriously happy. = extremely happy 

Strongly associated with happy. Not used with glad, content, sad, etc. 

The cha i rperson adjourned = have a pause or rest during a meeti ng/trial 
the meeting. Adjourn i s  very strongly associated with meeting and  trial. 

Fixed collocations 
Fixed col locations are collocations so stron g  that they can n ot be changed in any  way. For 
examp le, you can say I was walking to and fro (meaning I was walking in o n e  d i rection 
and then i n  the opposite d i rection, a repeated nu mber of t imes) .  No other words can 
replace to or fro or and in th is  col location .  It is completely f ixed .  The mea n i n g  of some fixed 
collocat ions can not be guessed from the i nd iv idual  words. These collocatio n s  a re called 
id ioms and  a re focused on in the book English Idioms in Use. 

Weak collocations 
Weak collocations are made up of words that col locate with a wide range o f  other 
words. For example, you can say you are in  b road agreement with someone [generally in 
agreement with them] .  However, broad can a lso be used with a n u mber of other  words -
a broad avenue, a broad smile, broad shoulders, a broad accent [a strong accent], a 
broad hint [a strong hi nt] and  so on. These a re weak collocat ions, in the sense that broad 
collocates with a broad range of different n o u ns. 

Strong col locations and wea k co llocations form a conti nuum,  with stronger o nes at one 
end and wea ker ones at the other. Most co l locations lie somewhere between the two. For 
exam p le, the (formal) adjective picturesque col locates with village, location a n d  town, and 
so a ppea rs near  the middle of the conti n u u m .  

stronger+-----------------------+ weaker 
inclement weather picturesque village broad hint 

picturesque location b road accent 

broad smile 

Types of collocations i n  this book 
The collocations in this book a re all frequently used in modern English. We used a corpus 
(a database of language) to check this. We have also selected the collocatio n s  which wi l l  
be usefu l to you as an advanced learner. We pay most attention  to those that a re not 
pred icta ble. A broad avenue, for exam ple, would be predicted by any student  who knows 
broad a n d  avenue. However, the use of broad to mean strong as in a broad accent is more 
d i fficu lt to pred ict. 
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Exercises 

2.1 Complete the collocations using the words in the box. You will need to use some 
words more than once. 

adjourn aubu rn broad del i riously i nc lement mitigatin g  pictu resque 

1 a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ....... accent 
2 in .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . agreement 
3 . . . . . . . . ....... . . . . .. .... . . . ... . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . .  c i rcu mstan ces 
4 ...................... ........... . ...... . . . . . . .  factors 
5 . . . . . . . . . .. ....... ....................... . . . . . . .  ha i r  
6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .  happy 
7 a .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . smile 
8 a ... . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . location  
9 . . . . . .. ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a meeting 

10 a ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . town 
11  ................ ............. ....... a tria l 
12 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . weather 

2.2 Rewrite each sentence using a collocation from 2.1. 
1 M el issa has qu ite a strong Scottish a ccent. 
2 Bad weather led to the cancellation  of the Pres ident's garden pa rty. 
3 We were a l l  very happy when we heard we'd won the award .  
4 The i r  new home was in  a very pretty location. 
5 Because there were c i rcumstances that made the theft less serious, the judge let h i m  off 

with a warn ing. 
6 I th ink  we should stop the meeti n g  now and continue  it tomorrow. 
7 She had a big sm i le on her face when she arrived. 
8 She has lovely redd ish-brown ha i r. 
9 I th ink  we're genera l ly in agreement as to what shou ld be done. 

2.3 Think of as many collocations as you can for each word. Then look in a dictionary 

!MA.., Cambridge 
T [)ictionary 
dictionary.cambridge.org 

such as the Cambridge Online Dictionary for other suitable words. Write W (weak) 
or S (strong) next to each group depending on how many words you found. 

1 extremely .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2 ... . . . . . . ..... ................. . . . ............... . . . ....... .................................. . .. . . . .. . . . ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . . .. ... .. .. a n  effort 
3 ca ncel ..... .... . . .. ....... ........... .. . .. ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4 del iver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . .................. ..... . ................ .................................................... . 

5 . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . ... .................... . . . . . . . . .... . . .................................................... .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ........ a l iv ing 
6 ........................................................................................................................ ................................... . . . . . . . ....... .... ........ a meet ing 
7 .............. ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................................... . . .............................................................................. ..................... ............. feature 
8 engage ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

9 b right .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . .. .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 

2.4 How useful do you think the collocations you have worked on in  2.2 and 2.3 are for 
you personally? Choose which collocations are most important to you and make 
sentences with them. 

O v e r  t o  _ 

�"!.''''�·-�;v�2:1¥l'l<":lll:i: 

Choose an English-language text that you have worked on recently. U nderl ine 
five col locations in it. Are t hese collocations weak, strong or fixed? 
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3 Gra mmatica l categories of collocation 

Verb + noun 

verb noun example meaning of verb 

d raw up  a list Our lawyer drew up a contract for us to sign. p repare something, 

a contract usually official, in writing 

pass up a chance I d idn't want to pass up the chance of seeing fa i l  to take advantage of 

an opportunity Hong Kong, so I agreed to go on the trip. 

withstand pressure The police officer's vest can withstand the bear 

the impact impact of a bul let. 

N o u n + verb 

opportunity arise An opportunity arose for me to work in  Ch ina, so I went and  spent a year there. 

standards  sl ip People feel educational  standards slipped when the government cut finances. 

N o u n + noun 
• Nou n + noun collocations used to describe groups or sets: 

There's been a spate of attacks/thefts in our  a rea recently. [unusua lly la rge number 
happening in close succession] 

The m in ister had to put up with a barrage of questions/insults from the  a ngry 
a u d ience. [unusua lly large number, h appening at the same time] 

• Nou n + noun collocations used with uncountable nouns :  
By a stroke of luck I found  my keys i n  the rubbish b in !  [sudden, unexpected piece of  luck] 

She  gave me a snippet of information which is top secret. [small piece of in formation] 

Adjective + noun 
Th is  i s  not an idle threat; I w i l l  ca l l  the pol ice if this happens aga in !  [simply a threat] 
He wa ited i n  the vain hope that the m i n ister wou ld meet h i m. [unl ikely to be fu lfilled hope] 
There is mounting concern/criticism/fury over the decis ion .  [growing concern, etc.] 
The simple/plain truth is that no one was aware of the prob lem.  

Adverb + adjective 
The a rticle provides a n  intensely personal account of the writer's relationsh ip  with his sons. 
Joe 's s ister was a stunningly attractive woman. 

Verb + adverb or prepositiona l  phrase 
The teenager tried to persuade his mother that he was i n n ocent but he failed miserably. 
I don 't l i ke to travel with my brother because he drives recklessly. [wi ld ly, without care] 
As soon as the s inger came on stage she burst into song. 
If your  dog starts to foam at the mouth, you should ta ke it to the vet immed iately. 

More complex collocations 
M a ry was looking forward to retir ing a n d  taking it easy for a while. 
It's t ime you put the past behind you and  started focus ing on the future. 
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Exercises 

3.1 Match a word from each box to form collocations. Not a l l  the collocations appear on  

� Cambridge 
T Dictionary 
dictionary.cambridge.org 

the opposite page, so use a dictionary such as the Cambridge Online Dictionary to 
help you if necessary. 

d isease evidence 
standard s  teeth 

opportun ity smoke 
wind withstand  

1 ..................... ................... ........ ................... . ............................... . . . .  . 

2 
3 ·················· ·················· ........... . . ...................................................... . 
4 

ari ses 
rises 

chatter howls pressu re 
sl ip spreads  suggests 

5 .. . . . . . . . . . .... .. . ....... .. .. ... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

6 ...................................................................................... . 

7 ...... . ........ . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. ... ....... ............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3.2 Complete each sentence using a collocation from 3.1 in  the appropriate form. 

1 The sc ientific . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  h u m a n  beings first emerged in Africa .  
2 The . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  was . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a l l  n ight a n d  it was rai n i ng, s o  I could n't sleep. 
3 The m ach ine has to be made of materi a ls that can . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  a lot o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

4 Oh,  no !  There's a fi re. Look at the . . . . . .  . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  from those bu i ld ings. 
5 I t  was so cold I cou ldn 't stop my . . . .  from . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

6 Our s u rvey shows that parents believe . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  have . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . a t  the school. 
7 You m u st accom pany M ason on one of his business trips to Asia, if the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ever 

8 An a l a rming new . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i s . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  a mong cattle i n  the south of the 
cou ntry. 

3.3 Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence using a collocation from the opposite 
page. 

1 I don 't want to say no  to the cha nce of meeting such a fa mous person. 
2 We' l l  have to write a contract before you start work, as it's a new posit ion .  
3 You ' re working too h a rd .  You shou ld try to relax for a short period of t ime. 
4 This  new bu l let-proof car can take the i m pact of a rocket-propelled grenade. 
5 Do you have any i nterest ing little bits of i nformation a bout our new boss to tell us? 
6 The m i n i ster faced a large nu mber of q u estions from reporters. 
7 I had some luck last week. The pol i ce fou nd my sto len wa llet and noth i ng  was missing. 
8 There's been a n u m ber of violent attacks in the area recently. 
9 After her  d ivorce Mandy was determi ned to forget the past and bu i ld a new l ife. 

3.4 Answer these questions. 

1 Who do you th ink is the most stu n n ingly attractive person you have ever seen? 
2 What shou ld you do if you a re in  a car with someone who is driving reck lessly? 
3 Do you prefer wa lk ing in the cou ntry i f  there is a gentle b reeze or a strong wind? 
4 Would you write you r  most intensely personal  thoughts and feeli ngs i n  your d iary? 

3.5 Choose the correct collocation. 

1 He sa id  he wou ld th row us out, but it was just a(n)  vain I idle I lazy th reat. 
2 They rushed the victim to hospita l, in the idle / simple / vain hope of savi n g  her life. 
3 The government is encountering mounting / climbing / rising critic ism of its polic ies. 
4 There i s  raising / mounting / vain concern across the world about c l imate change. 
5 The h o rse was fuming I foaming I fainting at the mouth,  so we cal led the vet. 
6 Sudden ly, without wa rni ng, Marta busted / bustled / burst i nto song. 
7 The right / straight /  plain truth is that I h ate my job. 
8 I tried to persuade her but I 'm afra id  I fa i led desperately I miserably I wholeheartedly. 
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Finding collocations 
You can expa nd your col location vocabu lary by tra i n i ng  yourself to notice col locations 
whenever you read .  Note the col locations in  these three examples of texts from different  
sources - a newspa per feature, a fi l m  review and a website for London tourists. 

As a newly qualified teacher at a comprehensive school in Wiltsh ire, every day Joe faces the challenge 
of gaining the respect of a class of 15-year-olds. Joe, 26, admits it is a tough challenge but thinks he is 
winning the battle. Joe, who teaches English and med ia  studies, and coaches a school football team, wil l 
qualify fully i n  J u ly, pending the results1 of his lesson assessments. With this milestone passed2, and 
the increased fi nanc ia l  stabi lity it wil l bri ng, Joe wil l  turn his thoughts to buying h is  first home. 

1 (formal) as long as he achieves successful results 2 major l ife event behind h im 

3 hard to  fix o r  place 

She has a gift for languages, which brings her to the UN. She wants to make a 
difference. She is idealistic in that single-minded, dedicated manner associated 
with freedom fighters. Silvia ( N icole Kidman) remains an enigma. When Tobin 
Keller (Sean Penn) begins to i nvestigate her, he is faced with a blank sheet She 
is beautiful, blonde, lissom and lithe. She lives alone, has no lover, rides a Vespa 
throughout New York and works all day, providing simultaneous translation 
for delegates. She has an odd accent, which, l ike everything else about her, is 
difficult to pin down3• 

Covent G arden 's buskers and jugg lers provide no-cost entertainment in a 
car-free sett ing,  and you 've always got the chance of be ing plucked from the 
crowd to help out with a trick. Don't underestimate the value of London's 
public transport as a source of fun, either. The #11 double-decker from 
Victoria, for instance, will trundle you past the Houses of Parliament, Trafalgar 
Square and the Strand on its way to St Paul's Cathedral for a modest sum. 
The driverless Docklands Light Railway is a nother guaranteed source of 
amusement - grab a seat at the front of the train and pretend to be the driver, 
then take a boat back to the centre of town from Greenwich . 

Remember you wi l l  a lso hear col locations in conversations, lectures, songs and  fi lms. 
Try to get into the habit of record i n g  a ny interest ing col locations that you notice. 

Recording collocations 
When working on col locations in a text, use your d i ct ionary to fi nd  more relat ing to one or 
both parts of the origina l  co llocatio n .  You can record strong col locations in  col location forks: 

. ,
,, translat ion 

simultaneous ,,, 
"--equation 

/the outcome 
pending_the resu lts 

"'-
the response 

a n d  wea k ones in col location bubb les (because there are so many more of them): 

17ractical 
sentimental 

17lace :reat 

novelty 

value 

assess somethinj's 
English Co/locations in Use Advanced 
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valuable 

chea17 
rich 

o((unclin3 
of income 

of entertainment 



I 

Exercises 

4.1 Complete each sentence using a collocation from A. 

1 Tan ia  has a lways had a ......................... ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . so I 'm  not surprised 
she wants to study Ch inese at u n iversity. 

2 At h igh tide the sea covers the causeway a n d  the on ly way to get to the isla nd  is to 

3 It's very crowded i n  this cafe. You ................ . . . . . . . . .................. ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . and I ' l l  get 
our dr i nks. 

4 Once my exa ms a re over 1 ' 1 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  plann ing a 
hol iday. 

5 Far more people these days manage to ............ .. ..... ........ ..... .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
aga i nst cancer. 

6 Most pol it ic ians say they enter politics because they want to .......... . ... ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
7 Try not to ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ .. ... ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . . ... having good friends.  U lti mately, 

friendsh ip is far more im portant than work. 
8 He's got the job - ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a successfu l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... in h i s  d riving 

test tomorrow. 
9 Although they lack experience, .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . doctors a re 

often very enthus iastic and passionate a bout their work. 

4.2 Complete the collocations. The first letters are given to help you.  Use a d ictionary 

J.m Cambridge 
T Dictionary 
dictionary.cambridge.org 

such as the Cambridge Online Dictionary if necessary. 

to j _ _ _  a - to a 
to p _ _ _  u - to p _ _ _  a 
to g _ _  t - - chance a d - - - - -
to s a to t 
to b w a a s - - - - - -

challenge 
t 

4.3 Check these expressions (a) in a good dictionary and (b) using a search engine. Which 
two are collocations and which two are not? 

l learn by head 2 lea rn by heart 3 lose a chance 4 miss a cha nce 

4.4 Answer these questions. 

' � Cambridge 
T Dictionary 

1 Name three mi lestones in your  l ife that you have a lready passed . 
2 Are you a l ready fu l ly qua l ified? If so, as what? If not, when wi l l  you be? 
3 What a re some typical  sou rces of income? 

dictionary.cambridge.org 
4 What is the toughest cha l lenge you have ever faced? 
5 What qua lities wou ld be needed by someone provid i ng s imu ltaneous translation? 
6 What a re some examp les of things that have sentimenta l  value for you? 

4.5 Here is one student's plan for work on collocations. Complete the gaps, using a 

� Cambridge 
---.- Dictionary 
dictionary.cambridge.org 

dictionary if necessary. Then tick the ideas you can use yourself. 

• (1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  an effort to notice col locations in any Engl ish text I read. 
• (2) . . . . .  hold of a good dictionary to check other collocations for words that I 

want to learn. 

• Write down at least three col locations for each new word I want to (3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  to 

memory. 
• Look back over old homework to see where I have (4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  mistakes with 

collocations and (5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  my best to (6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  those mistakes in future. 
• (7) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . a point of using good collocations when I have to write o r  speak i n  English. 
• Read and l isten to as much English as (8) . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  because that wi l l  expose me to 

natural collocations. 
• Every week revise the collocations I have (9) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a note of in my vocabulary file. 
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5 Register 

What is register? 
Our use of language cha nges accord ing to the situation that we a re i n .  If your c lose friend 
hosts a party, you cou ld say, 'Tha n ks for the party. It was a blast.' (very i nformal) However, 
if your boss was the host, you wou ld probably say, 'Thanks for the party. I rea lly enjoyed it.' 
(neutral )  In th is exa m p le, neutral and  very informal a re both exam p les of register. 

The register of most language is neutra l  (it can be u sed i n  any situation) .  However, register 
can a lso be formal ,  i nformal, characteristic of a certa i n  professiona l  field (e.g. lega l, 
journal istic or med ia )  or specific to officia l  notices and forms. 

Our  choice of register depends on what we are ta lk ing  about (bus i ness, the news, the 
neighbours), who we are ta lk ing to (friends, stran gers, figures of a uthority) and  how we 
a re ta lk ing to them ( i n  a letter, in a n  emai l ,  in pub l ic ,  in private) . Study the tab le below a n d  
notice how d ifferent words a n d  p h rases are used t o  describe the same situation .  

example I register I comment 

The pol ice a re investigating / neutral Either vers ion would not seem out of place in 
looking into the a rms deal. any spoken or written contexts. 

The cops a re tryi ng to dig out info i nformal Phrasal verbs a re often an i nforma l  
about the  a rms deal .  alternative - although some are neutral. 

The police a re conducting an formal Longer words of Latin or Greek origin often 
investigation into the arms deal. ind icate more formal language. 

Police to probe arms deal neutral, journal ist ic Probe is typical of newspaper head l ine style. 

The a rms deal may be subject to formal, legal and  Subject to investigation i s  typical of a 
police investigation. official bureaucratic or legal style. 

Be carefu l not to th i n k  of forma l  l anguage as written and  informa l  language as spoken. 
There is a lot of overlap. For exa m p le, markedly forma l  language i s  most typical  of offic ia l  
or academic writ ing and  offic ia l  legal or bureaucratic speech.  I nformal language is typical  of  
conversation,  person a l  letters and  emai ls, messages on socia l  media and some journa l ism. 

Formal versus neutral collocations 

formal (from official documents) I neutral (spoken) 
Students must submit their assignments by 1 May. 

Students may request an extension after 
consulting their tutor. 

I nformal versus neutral collocations 

'You have to hand in your assignments by 1 May.' 

'You can ask for an extension after you 've 
talked to / had a word with your tutor.' 

That fi lm was totally awesome! (ma in ly used by teenagers, predominantly US) [neutral 
equivalent: absolutely a mazing/fantastic] 
That pa rty was well good!  ( Well u sed to mean 'very'/ 'rea l ly', ma in ly by you nger UK speakers.) 
I haven't a clue / the foggiest idea what you mea n .  [neutral equ ivalent: I have no idea] 
We can grab a snack before the meeting if you 're h u ngry. [nt=utra l equ ivalent: have a snack] 

Make a note in your  notebook if a col location is very formal or i nformal in register. 
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Exercises 

5 . 1  Write F (formal), I (informal) or  N (neutral) in  the brackets a t  the end of each 
sentence. U n derline the collocations which indicate the register. Then rewrite the 
formal and i nformal sentences to make them neutral. 

Example: Do not a l ight from the bus unti l  it stops. ( F) Do not get off the bus until it stops. 

1 I feel dead t i red a l l  the t ime. ( ) 
2 We were a l l  bored stupid by the poetry read ing. ( ) 
3 Currency exchange offices a re located i n  the a rrivals lou nge. ( ) 
4 She conducted a study of s ingle-parent fam i ly un its. ( ) 
5 She d id her  degree i n  London and found work there i n  2015. ( ) 
6 I just got the latest software so my com puter is bang up to date. ( ) 
7 Affix a passport-size photograph  to the a ppl ication form. ( ) 
8 Jake asked h is  tutor for a n  extension to com plete h is  d issertation. ( ) 

5.2 Match the beginning of  each sentence with its ending. Then label each sentence with 
the appropriate register from the list below. Underline the collocations which indicate 
the register. 

Registers: i nformal conversation ( IC) journa l ism/news (J) entertainment (E) 
technical (T) legal (L) notices {N }  

1 This is  b reaking 
2 These a re the songs that a re c l imbing 
3 There a re tons  of good reasons 
4 Visitors m ust keep to the d esignated 
5 In any such case, customers sha l l  forfeit 
6 Fuel consumption may vary 
7 I ' l l  give you 
8 The m in ister will tour  Asia in a bid 
9 Joss Engold stars in  the latest 

10 A microch ip  is a min iatu rised 
11  Please restrict your use 
12 A witness may be asked to 

a ring after d i nner. 
accord ing to model and road cond itions. 
blockbuster from Star Stud ios. 
news here on G lobal TV Extra. 
electron ic  c ircu it. 
of the fitness machines to 20 minutes. 
to win support for the p lan .  
the charts th is  week. 
for not studying law. 
testify for a second t ime. 
areas at al l  t imes. 
the right to compensation .  

5.3 Complete th is  conversation between a doctor and  a patient, using the verbs in  
the box in  the  appropriate form. The language i s  quite informal, without technical 
medical terms. 

I come clear do feel get run take write 

Doctor: What can I (1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ... . . for you ,  Mr Wi lson? 

Patient: Well, Doctor, I 've been (2) . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a temperature for the last cou ple of days and 
I 've (3) . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  out in  a rash on my neck. Do you see? These red spots here. 

Doctor: H m m. Let's (4) ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ... . a look. 

Patient: It 's very i rritat ing and I have troub le (5) .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . ..... ... ..... .. . . off to sleep at n ight. Then I 
(6) . . . . . . . . . ... .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . down a l l  day and  ca n't concentrate on my work. 

Doctor: Right.  I don't thin k  it's a nything serious. I ' l l  {7} .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . you out a 
p rescription for some lotion which should help to {8} .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . u p  the rash.  

5.4 Look at how the doctor describes the case in  h i s  records using more technical 

� Cambridge G Dictionary 
dictionary.cambndge.org 

language. Choose the correct word from the choices provided. Use a dictionary to 
help if necessary. 

A patient (1 )  presented / represented this morning with an  (2) elevating / elevated 
temperature. He was a lso (3) exposing / exhibiting a neck rash .  He further 
(4) complained I grumbled of a n  (5) inability I impossibility to concentrate. 
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6 Meta p hor 

When we speak metaphorica l ly, we use words i n  a non-l itera l sense. For exa m p le, when we 
say a writer casts light on a situation, we mea n that the writer helps us u nderstand it more 
clearly, in the same way that p utti ng a light o n  i n  a dark room helps us see more clearly. 

Metaphors based on the body 

collocation I example I meaning 

face {up to) the facts You're never going to ru n i n  the Olympics. It's time accepted reality 
you faced (up to) the facts. 

shoulder the blame Although others were a lso responsible for the take responsibi lity for 
problem,  Alice decided to shoulder the blame. someth ing bad 

foot the b i l l  Choose what you l ike from the menu - the paying 
company is footing the bi ll. 

head a team Jo heads a team work ing on crime prevention. leads a project group 

keep someone on Having t hree sons under the age of five keeps makes her stay active and 
the ir  toes Jana on her toes. concentrated 

have an eye for G ina has an eye for deta i l ,  so ask her to check the is good at noticing 
report. 

go hand in hand  Unemployment goes hand in hand with social happens at the same time 
with unrest. or as a result of 

Metaphors based on weight 
Heavy can be u sed to mean serious or difficu lt, as in heavy responsibility. A heavy 
burden ca n be either someth i n g  heavy to carry or a d ifficu lt responsibi lity to dea l  with, 
whi le a heavy book can be either one that weighs 
a lot or one with d ifficult content. A weighty tome, 
however, would on ly be used to mean a book w ith 
d ifficu lt content. S imi larly i n  weighty matters or  
weighty problems, weighty mea ns difficult a n d  
serious. 

Light, the opposite of heavy, can a lso be used meta phorica l ly to mean carefree or  lacking 
i n  seriousness. So light reading i s  reading materi a l  that is not serious. I f  you do  something 
with a light heart, you feel ca refree and happy. 

I f  someone has  a slim chance of doing someth i ng, there is a chance, but it is  sma ll .  Fat 
chance (very i n formal) mean s  a lmost no cha nce. 

Metaphors based on movement 
James did a lot of partying in h i s  fina l  year a n d  ran into difficulties 
with his cou rse. H is father was hopping mad1 when he only just 
managed to get h is  degree. However, when he  left un iversity he  walked 
straight into a job2 i n  an  excel lent company. Some people jumped 
to the conclusion that this was because he'd started going out with 
the managin g  d i rector's daughter. H is mother worried that, i f  their 
relationsh ip  hit the rocks3, he  would run into trouble at work too. 

1 ( informal) extremely angry 
2 got a job very easily 
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3 ended ( metaphor based on a boat being destroyed on rocks) 



Exercises 

6.1 Rewrite the underlined part of  each sentence using a metaphor from A. 

1 The p res idential visit meant no one had t ime to relax. 
2 Rosetta took fu l l  responsib i l ity for the fa i l u re of the project. 
3 I don't th ink  Greg wi l l  ever win Rosie's hea rt; it's time he accepted that. 
4 The com pany had done so well that year that it agreed to QQY. for a staff n ight out. 
S I 'm g lad I 'm not i n  charge of this tea m. 
6 Eva is  very good at fi nd ing a barga in .  

6.2 Answer these questions about the metaphors on the opposite page. 

1 What usua l ly goes hand  in hand with i nflation :  an increase or a decrease in savings? 
2 If a relat ionship h its the rocks, is it the end o r  the beginn ing  of that relationsh ip? 
3 If you say that someone is hopping mad,  d o  you mean  that they a re good at ath letics or that 

they a re very angry? 
4 If you ru n into difficu lties or trou ble, does that mean that they happen qu i ckly? 
S Would you be more l i kely to ca l l  a magaz ine a rticle featuring  gossip about celebrities l ight 

read ing  or  a weighty tome? 
6 If you ta l k  a bout fac ing the facts, a re the facts more l i kely to be pleasant or  u n p leasant? 

6.3 Explain the difference in  meaning between the sentences in each pair. 

la Jess wa lked into a wel l -paid job i n  the C ity. lb Jess got a well-paid job in the City. 
2a Rafae l  is heading the project tea m. 2b Rafael is backing the project tea m. 
3a Dad j u m ped to the wrong conclusion .  3b  Dad came to the wrong conclusion.  
4a Jan left the room with a l ight heart. 4b Jan left the room with a heavy heart. 
Sa Fat cha nce I 've got of w inn ing! Sb  I 've got a sl im chance of winn ing. 

6.4 Choose the correct collocation. 

1 Kiera n 's constant wh istl i ng  is riding / getting / driving me crazy. 
2 Sylvia is a fi rst-class designer as she has a good eye I nose I hand for deta i l .  
3 You mustn't shoulder the heavy weight /  burden / task of redecorating the house a l l  by 

you rself. 
4 There is j ust a thin / slim / skinny cha nce that Marek might pop i n  today. 
S The com m ittee has some fat /  weighty / heavy matters to d iscuss on today's agenda. 
6 When the results came out, Marco was thr i l led to see his name footing / facing / heading the 

l ist of successful cand idates. 

6.5 Explain what the play on words is based on in  each of these headlines. 

1 

2 

3 

D I ET PI LLS HAVE FAT 
C HANCE OF SUCCESS 

NEW DIRECTOR KEEPS 
ROYAL BALLET ON ITS TOES 

4 

s 

You may find it useful to draw little pictures i n  you r  vocabulary notebook - or imagine 
them in your mind - to help you remember some collocations. 
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